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of their religious connections — historical continuity, overlapping theology,

Carl E g Braaten shared scriptures — that awareness has traditionally been infected by cen-
‘% 7 turies of mutual suspicion and hostility. As this important volume shows, however,

and RObert . _]enson theologians and scholars of Judaism and Christianity alike are now radically rethink-

Editors ing the relation between their two covenant communities.

WHILE CHRISTIANS AND JEWS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AWARE

Jews and Christians presents the best of this work, introducing readers to a coherent
Jewish theology of Christianity and a Christian theology of Judaism. Here are leading
Christian and Jewish thinkers who have engaged in extensive conversation, who take
each other’s work seriously, and who avoid the pitfall common to Jewish-Christian
dialogue — watering down distinctive beliefs to accommodate both partners. Indeed,
these pages show how the new theological exchange goes to the roots of that “olive
tree” of which both Judaism and Christianity are branches, and the book as a whole
represents post-Holocaust Jewish-Christian dialogue at the highest theological level.

In addition to eight major chapters, Jews and Christians includes a moving testimony
by Reidar Dittmann on his experience of the Holocaust and reprints the 2000 mani-
festo Dabru Emet: A Jewish Statement on Christians and Christianity, followed by incisive
Christian and Jewish responses.
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“In recent years there has been a deep-
ening of theological reflection on the
relationship of Christians and Jews.
Christians are now engaged in funda-
mental theological work on Judaism in
the presence of Jews, and Jews, aston-
ishingly, are wrestling with the divine
reality of Christian faith in the presence

“A remarkable group of essays that will
contribute to greater understanding
between Jews and Christians. . . . This
volume should be of interest to theolo-
gians, pastors, and members of church-
es and synagogues who are seeking to
bring blessings to our deeply divided
world and to engage in its repair.”

of Christians. This book is both a model — MICHAEL A. SIGNER
for and a distinguished contribution to University of Notre Dame
this profound intellectual and moral
encounter. A brilliant collection.”
— ALAN MITTLEMAN
Muhlenberg College
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JUDAISM

Its Ecclesial Context and'Biblical Foundations
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Messianic

Praise for Introduction to Messianic Judaism

“A splendid introduction both to the history, beliefs, and practices of various groups of
Messianic Jews and to the biblical arguments for the ongoing presence of Jews, as Jews,
among the followers of the one they call ‘Messiah Yeshua.’ Readers may well wrestle with
the arguments, but such wrestling would be an appropriately Jewish response.”
—AMY-JILL LEVINE, Vanderbilt University

“An excellent introduction to the contours, concerns, and challenges facing Messianic
Judaism today.”
—SCOT MCKNIGHT, Northern Seminary

“Folks who think they know what Messianic Judaism is all about need to read this book.”
—RICHARD J. MOUW, Fuller Theological Seminary

“This is a must-read for anyone interested in Jewish-Christian relations.”
—HOWARD SILVERMAN, Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations

“An extremely rich and important book, certain to stimulate fruitful discussion for years to
come and covering a topic that the church can no longer ignore.”
—MICHAEL L. BROWN, FIRE School of Ministry, Concord, NC

“This book is a landmark contribution on the nature and significance of Messianic Judaism.”
—WILLIAM J. ABRAHAM, Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University

“An unmatched resource for anyone wanting to understand Messianic Judaism today.”
—MARK D. NANOS, Rockhurst University

Editors David Rudolph and Joel Willitts have assembled a thorough examination of the ecclesial
context and biblical foundations of the diverse Messianic Jewish movement. This book uniquely
brings together a team of respected Messianic Jewish and Gentile Christian scholars, including
Mark Kinzer, Richard Bauckham, Markus Bockmuehl, Craig Keener, Darrell Bock, Scott
Hafemann, Daniel Harrington, R. Kendall Soulen, Douglas Harink, and others.

Opening essays, written by Messianic Jewish scholars and synagogue leaders, provide a window
into the on-the-ground challenges and questions with which Messianic Jews grapple. The
following predominantly Gentile Christian discussion explores a number of biblical and
theological issues that inform our understanding of Messianic Judaism.

DAVID RUDOLPH (PhD, Cambridge University) is the rabbi of Tikvat Israel Messianic Synagogue in
Richmond, Virginia, and teaches New Testament at the MJTI School of Jewish Studies. David has published
numerous books and articles on Messianic Jugaism, the New Testament, and Jewish-Christian relations.

JOEL WILLITTS (PhD, Cambridge University) is Associate Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies at

RELIGION / Messianic Judaism
USD $26.99 / CAD $33.50
ISBN 978-0- 31043053 9
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“For more than a century, the delicate fabric of inter-communal relations in the Middle East has
been unraveling, at the expense of religious and ethnic minorities. Multiple causes usually involve
some combination of strident nationalism and Islamic fundamentalism. While in recent years,
Western eyes have understandably been focused primarily on the threat that jihadist terrorism

oses to their societics, but the ongoing existential threat to deep-rooted Christian communities
and other religious and ethnic minorities is often ignored or accepted as inevitable. This collection
of closely argued essays drawn from a cross-section of top-shelf scholars, journalists, human rights

al practitioners highlights both the historical and contemporary dynamics that

have placed Christian communities, in particular, under siege. It should serve as a wakeup call to

all those who care about religious freedom, political pluralism, and human rights.”

“This truly international collection (from ch, Geneva, Bern, Oxford, Boston) of papers,
delivered by twenty prominent scholars in Near-Eastern studies, looks at situational d

in the persecution of religious minorities in predominantly Islamic regions. The papers here pres-
ent, based both on scholarship and personal experiences, a properly varied set of perspectives on
‘what is going wrong’. This volume looks religious cleansing in the face, calls it for what it is, and
attempts to point most thoughtfully to the factors that may lead to working successfully against
the forceful suppression of religious pluralism, even in the heart of an important but troubled

region of our world which we can otherwise only ruefully watch coming apart at the seams.”

The Future of Religious Minorities in the Middle Fast addresses the domestic and international

politics that have created conditions for contemporary religious cleansing in the Middle East. It

provides a platform for a host of distinguished scholars, journalists, human rights activists, and

ical practitioners. The contributors come from diverse political, cultural, and religious back-

h one drawing on a deep wellspring of scholarship, experience, sobriety, and passion.

Collectively, they make a major contribution to understanding the dynamics of the mortal threat
Y ) 8 )

to the social pluralism upon which the survival of religious minorities depends.
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From the author of the NMew York Times bestseller Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor
comes a new edition--with a new and updated foreword--of his brilliantly cbserved
memoir and unprecedented and remarkable spiritual journey.

"One of the most important spiritual memoirs of our time."--Krista Tippett, host of the
radio program, On Being

While religion has fueled the often violent conflict plaguing the Holy Land, Yossi Klein
Halevi wondered whether it could be a source of unity as well. To find the answer, this
religious Israeli Jew began a two-year exploration to discover a common language with his
Christian and Muslim neighbors. He followed their holiday cycles, befriended Christian
monastics and Islamic mystics, and joined them in prayer in monasteries and mosques in
Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza.

At the Entrance to the Garden of Eden traces that remarkable spiritual journey. Halevi
candidly reveals how he fought to reconcile his own fears and angder as a Jew to relate to
Christians and Muslims as fellow spiritual seekers. He chronicles the difficulty of
overcoming multiple obstacles--theological, political, histarical, and psychological--that
separate believers of the three monotheistic faiths. And he introduces a diverse range of
people attempting to reconcile the dichotomous heart of this sacred place--a struggle
central to Israel, but which resonates for us all.



